SADDLEWORTH HOMEWATCH MINUTES
FOR MEETING HELD AT THE UPPERMILL CONSERVATIVE CLUB ON WEDNESDAY, 16TH NOVEMBER, 2011

1.
Apologies were received from:   Joan Finch; Gordon Hibbert; Mike and Joan Hindson; Anneta McKeever and Bob Towend.

2.
Present: Eric Baker; Geof Bardsley; David Chadderton; Stuart Coleman;   Lorna Conway (P.C.S.O.);  Mike Fielding; Chief Superintendent Tim Forber (Oldham Police Commander); Royce Franklin (Chair and Minutes);’  David Harwood; John Heap; Philip Hodson;     Alan Knott; Ann Lord;  Janet Martin; Ian Merkel; Margaret O’Brien; P.C. Dave Pickles; Ann Scott and  Julie Wright (Homewatch Administrator).
3.
David Harwood and Ian Merkel were welcomed to their first meeting.

The Minutes of the Meeting Heald on 21stSeptember, 2011  were accepted as a true record.

4.
Chief Superintendent Tim Forber was welcomed to the meeting.  He referred to the cutbacks in the Police of £133.000.00 over the next 4 years and the impact on Policing that was inevitably going to have.  He said he regretted the abolition of both the counter staff at Uppermill Station and the Homewatch Administrator. As far as the former is concerned he said calculations indicate the cost per visitor at Uppermill has been £100 as opposed to Oldham which is £6 simply because of the number of enquiries Uppermill does not get. He said across Oldham there were 5 enquiry counters and there are now other means of contacting the police. He stressed Uppermill Police Station will remain the base from which the local Police will work. He said hard decisions had to be made in order to minimise the impact the cuts would have on front line policing. In many instances cuts means less support staff.  He emphasised the Police work alone very rarely now and mentioned the 100 offenders in Oldham who are constantly monitored both by his officers and through other agencies. He said the Police had to be aware of the whole picture in the borough; this included mental illness and the number of youths aged 18-24 who were not in employment, education or training and the impact such issues has on peoples lives.  He praised the work of the neighbourhood police in Saddleworth and the reduction in crime generally over the past 12 months. He said in the Borough there had been a 21% reduction in all crime. 43% less anti-social incidents and vehicle crime was down 30%.  He praised the work of P.C.S.Os who have proved a valuable addition to the force’s strength and made the Police much more visible.  The Chief Superintendent mentioned the beer walk which from the press report had been cancelled. He said the figure of £58.000 cost for the policing was wrong and he had no idea from where that had come.  He said the walk had attracted many who had bought alcohol and walked round although they had not been registered with the organisers.  The Chief Superintendent was thanked for his talk.

5.
E Watch  Members were again urged to go on E Watch.  Those signed up get information about crime in their area soon after the event.

6.
Crime in the Area during the last two months -  Saddleworth North  Burglary dwelling – 5; burglary others 4; 4 thefts of motor vehicles and 2 criminal damage.  Saddleworth South – burglary dwelling 12; burglary others 2; 1 theft of vehicles and 8 thefts from vehicles including 3 at Dovestone; 3 criminal damage.

7.
Homewatch Report  (See attached for full details).  One instance worth particular note:  customer had bag stolen from inter-departmental store including credit cards etc.  Culprit rang her purporting to come form the store and asking her to collect the bag at the store at an appointed time.  Customer went to the store who had no knowledge of the phone call.  When the customer arrived home her vacated house had been burgled. At Christmas do not put presents on show in the car or near to a window in the house when you are out.  Continued problems with identity theft.  Never give your bank details to anyone whom you do not know.  
8.  Dates of Meetings during 2012:  Wednesdays 18.1.12; 21.3.12; 16.5.12; 18.7.12; 19.9.12 and 21.11.12
